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perhaps, however, find little help in concerned. We are therefore giving
this rule ; as so often in English, they you a list of the commoner words in
will just have to try and fix the correct pairs, to provide a contrast that may
form in their minds.                               help you to remember which are the

-Or or -Our. You may have noticed " a "s and which are the " i "s.
that English words like humour, odour,
and clamour are spelt in American
writing humor, odor, clamor. We are
rather inclined to look down on the
Americans for what we regard as a
modern short-cut version, but we are on
rather delicate ground here, for we our-
selves consider we are correct in writing
stupor, tremor or the very common
horror. The Americans are at least
consistent. Some day we may imitate
their consistency without feeling that
we are losing the dignity of our lan-
guage. In the meantime we keep the
" u " in such words as colour, and
vapow, but we drop it when we make
the noun coloration, the verb vaporise,
or to revert to our earlier examples, the
adjectives odorows, humorows, clamor-
ous.

-Ey or -Y. One of the first and
simplest efforts at word-making which
a child learns, is to make an adjective
out of a noun by giving it a -y ending,"
You talk of a green-y colour when you
mean it is slightly green. The -y not only
forms an adjective but tends to mini-
mize or reduce the force of the noun,
The spelling problem comes with words
like mouse, nose, stage, blue. A silent
" e " at the end of a word is usually
dropped when the " y" ending is
added. Thus we get the adjectives
mousy, nosy, stagy. With blue, how-
ever, the " e " is retained because it is
really part of the " ue " and in that
sense is not silent. By contrast the
word plague becomes plaguy, because
the ue is silent.

Where the noun already ends in a y,
-ey is added: clay giving clayey.

Able or -Ible.

Able or -Ible, Unfortunately, no
authority has yet provided a really good
short-cut to good spelling so far as the
adjectival endings -ible or -able are

-ABLE WORDS
	-IBLE WORDS.

Acceptable
	Access/b/e

Accountable
	Adduc/b/e

Approachab/e
	Admiss/b/e

Believab/e
	Comprehensib/e

Blameable
	Contempt/ble

Breakable
	Destruct/b/e

Conversable
	Convert/b/e

Debatable
	Deduc/b/e

Describab/e
	Discern/b/e

Dispensable
	Divisible

Excitob/e
	Illegible

Excusab/e
	Expressible

Governable
	Dirigible

Indefatigob/e
	Invincible

Insuperable
	Incorrigible

Lamentob/e
	Irasc/b/e

Limitob/e
	Expansible

Lovable
	Legib/e

Managab/e
	Negligible

Noticeab/e
	Ostensible

Passab/e
	Plausible

Penetrab/e
	Perceptible

Presumable
	Permissible

Reconcilable
	Reducible

Respectable
	Responsible

Refuwb/e
	Resistib/e

Returnable
	Reversible

Reputable
	Risible

Saleab/e
	Sensib/e

Servkeab/e
	Susceptible

Traceab/e
	Tangible

Vulnerab/e
	Visible.

A Spelling "Dictionary."

Here follows a short list of words
which have been proved by teachers
and printers and writers to be easily
mis-spelt. Some of them we have men-
tioned already in connection with par-
ticular rules or difficulties, but they
are here given in alphabetical order for
your quick reference. (If you are
having a Spelling Bee or a Quiz with a
spelling question, this list will give you
a fine selection of test words.)

Abbot

Abbreviate

Abdicator

Abductor

Aberration

Abridgement

Abscess
Absence
Absinthe
Abstemious
Abundance
Abyss